
Garment Production 

Garment manufacturers are primarily engaged in the design, cutting and sewing of garments from fabric. 

Work Environment 

Sewers and tailors work for textile and apparel manufacturers, department stores, and drycleaners. Many 

are self-employed. 

Most sewers and tailors work full time. Some work nights and weekends to accommodate customers’ 

schedules. Self-employed workers may need to work longer hours to run their business and complete 

customer orders. 

A very high percentage these persons run their own business or is usually self employed. 

How to get Qualified  

Most workers are trained informally on the job or through apprenticeship programs. Some take classes to 

learn how to sew and alter clothing. There are skills training institutions that offer training for individuals 

in the field. 

Job Outlook 

Employment of sewers and tailors is expected to experience little or no change, growing 1 percent from 

2010 to 2020. Growth will be limited as clothing continues to be made in other countries and the demand 

for custom clothing keeps declining. However, job prospects are good for skilled workers. 

Employment of hand sewers is expected to decline moderately by 5 percent as the production of clothing 

continues to move abroad. Fierce competition in the market for clothing should keep domestic clothing 

and textile firms under intense pressure to cut costs and produce more with fewer workers. 

Although the industry is already highly automated, business is expected to continue increasing worker 

productivity by using laborsaving machinery. As a result, there will be decreased demand for sewers who 

specialize in working by hand. 

Employment of tailors, dressmakers, and custom sewers is expected to experience little or no change, 

growing 2 percent from 2010 to 2020. Many of these workers are self-employed or work in clothing 

stores. 

Although custom home furnishings and clothing face strong competition from the cheaper off-the-rack 

products, there will always be some demand from upscale stores and certain clients. Made-to-order 

apparel and other handmade goods appeal to people looking for one-of-a-kind items, and tailors will 

continue to be needed to alter ready-to-wear clothing for a better fit. 

 

 



 


