
Community & Social Services 

Occupations within this sector: 

 Health educators 

Employment of health educators is expected to grow by 37 percent from 2010 to 2020, much faster than 

the average for all occupations. Growth will be driven by efforts to reduce healthcare costs by teaching 

people about healthy habits and behaviors. 

 Mental health specialists 

Employment of mental health counselors and marriage and family therapists is expected to grow by 37 

percent from 2010 to 2020, much faster than the average for all occupations. Employment of mental 

health counselors is expected to grow by 36 percent from 2010 to 2020, much faster than the average 

for all occupations. Employment of marriage and family therapists is expected to grow by 41 percent over 

the same period, much faster than the average for all occupations. 

 Probation officers and correctional treatment specialists 

Employment of probation officers and correctional treatment specialists is expected to grow by 18 

percent from 2010 to 2020, about as fast as average for all occupations. Continued growth in the 

demand for probation and parole services will lead to new openings for officers. 

In addition to openings resulting from growth, many openings will be created by the need to replace 

large numbers of these workers expected to retire in the coming years. This occupation is not attractive 

to some potential entrants because of relatively low earnings, heavy workloads, and high stress. For 

these reasons, job opportunities should be excellent for those who qualify. 

 Rehabilitation counselors 

Employment of rehabilitation counselors is expected to grow by 28 percent from 2010 to 2020, faster 

than the average for all occupations. Demand for rehabilitation counselors is expected to grow with the 

increase in the elderly population and with the continued rehabilitation needs of other groups and people 

with disabilities. 

 Guidance and career counselors 

Employment of school and career counselors is expected to grow by 19 percent from 2010 to 2020, 

about as fast as the average for all occupations. Growth is expected due to increasing student 

enrollments in schools. 

 Social and human service assistants 

Employment of social and human service assistants is expected to grow by 28 percent from 2010 to 

2020, faster than the average for all occupations. Growth will be due to an increase in the elderly 

population and a rising demand for health care and social services. 

Low pay and heavy workloads cause many workers to leave this occupation, which creates good 

opportunities for new workers entering the field. 



 Social workers 

Employment of social workers is expected to grow by 25 percent from 2010 to 2020, faster than the 

average for all occupations. Growth will be due to an increase in demand for health care and social 

services but will vary by specialty. 

 Substance abuse and behavioral disorder counselors 

Job prospects are excellent for substance abuse and behavioral disorder counselors, particularly for those 

with specialized training or education. Employers often have difficulty recruiting workers with the proper 

educational requirements and experience in working with addiction. In addition, many workers leave the 

field after a few years and need to be replaced. As result, those interested in entering this field should 

find favorable prospects. 

 

 


